[image: image1.emf]
     HUNTER UNDER SADDLE – ENGLISH DISCIPLINE
                    CLINIC HELD 10TH DECEMBER 2011
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Our beautiful Quarter Horse is so versatile – having the capabilities of performing in both the Western discipline and the English discipline – both are worlds apart but our horses (when trained) 
can perform to their best in both.

Rulings from the AQHA state as follows:

82 ENGLISH EQUIPMENT 
In all English classes, an English snaffle (no shank), kimberwick, pelham and/or full bridle (with two reins), all with cavesson nosebands and plain leather brow bands must be used. 

a) In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar). Solid and broken mouthpieces must be between 8mm to 20mm (5/16” to ¾”) in diameter, measured 25mm (1”) from the cheek and may have a port no higher than 40 mm (1 ½”).They may be inlaid, synthetic wrapped, including rubber or plastic or encased, but must be smooth. On broken mouthpieces only, connecting rings of 32 mm (1 ¼”) or less in diameter or connecting flat bar of 10mm to 20 mm (3/8” to ¾”) measured top to bottom with a maximum length of 50mm (2”), which lie flat in the horse’s mouth, are acceptable. Snaffle bit rings may be no larger than 100m (4”) in diameter. Any bit having a fixed rein requires use of a curb chain. Smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow twist, corkscrew, single twisted wire, double twisted wire mouthpieces and straight bar or solid mouthpieces are allowed.
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PLEASE NOTE – all twisted bits are not legalised in Victoria – the use of any twisted bit is prohibited.
d) Saddles must be black and/or brown in colour and of traditional English (ie Dressage/Hack saddle), hunting or forward seat type, knee insert on the skirt is optional. Saddle pads should be white, black, cream or grey to fit size and shape of saddle, except where necessary to accommodate numbers on both sides. 
Numbers need to be clearly displayed on each side of your saddle blanket – there are special saddle blankets designed for the Hunter discipline.
82.1 Optional equipment 
a) Spurs of the unrowelled type whose shank does not exceed 2.4cm 

b) Crops or bats 

c) Gloves 

d) English breast plate 

e) Braiding of mane and/or tail in hunt style
82.2 Prohibited equipment 
a) Draw reins 

b) Rowelled spurs or spurs with a shank longer than 2.5cms (1 inch) 

c) Standing or running martingales except in working hunter, jumping and equitation over fences 

84.2 It is optional that an exhibitor may wear a safety helmet which conforms to the current Australian Safety Standards in all classes. However, it is mandatory that all exhibitors wear such helmets in over fence classes and when schooling over fences. It is mandatory for all Youth competitors to wear a helmet which conforms to the current Australian Safety Standards when competing in all speed events. The chin strap must be securely fastened under the chin at all times during competition. Speed events are defined as events where speed is the determining factor and include campdrafting, roping, barrel racing and pole bending. 

84.3 In all English classes, riders should wear hunt coats of traditional colours such as navy, dark green, grey, black, brown or tweed. Maroon and red are improper. Shirts shall be conservative in colour. Breeches are to be of traditional shades of buff, khaki, canary, light grey or rust (or jodhpurs), with high English boots or elastic sided paddock boots of black or brown, with or without gaiters which must be of high quality. Black, navy blue, brown or green hard hat (with harness for youth in any over fence classes) is mandatory. A tie or choker is required. Gloves, spurs of the unrowelled type and crops or bats are optional. Hair must be neat and contained (as in net or braid). Judges must penalise contestants who do not conform.

86.2 The following terminology shall apply in all English classes: 

a) Walk is a natural, flat foot, four-beat gait. The horse must move straight and true at the walk. The walk must be alert, with a stride of reasonable length in keeping with the size of the horse. Loss of forward rhythmic movement shall be penalised. 

b) Trot is a two-beat gait, comprised of long, low, ground-covering, cadenced and balanced strides. Smoothness is more essential than speed. The knees should remain relatively flat, exhibiting minimal flexion. Short, quick strides and/or extreme speed shall be penalised. When asked to extend the trot, there should be a definite lengthening of the stride. 

c) Canter is a three-beat gait; smooth, free moving, relaxed and straight on both leads. The stride should be long, low and ground-covering. Over-collected four-beat canter is to be penalised. Excessive speed is to be penalised. 

d) Hand gallop should be a definite lengthening of the stride with a noticeable difference in speed. The horse should be under control at all times, and be able to halt in a smooth, balanced manner.

SHOW RING ETIQUETTE

The show ring is where it all becomes serious – if your horse isn’t working probably at home then he is not likely to work well at the show – it is important to think of the other riders and other horses around you – if your horse is behaving badly perhaps you should consider excusing yourself from the show ring so as to give everyone a fair chance – Horses play off one another and it doesn’t take much to start a whole chain reaction so when entering the show pen you should make sure that the horse in front of you has plenty of room ( at least 2 horse lengths).

You should be alert and capable of controlling your horse in most circumstances. The gate marshall will call your class and normally check your number to the events page. In most English events you would normally enter the ring at a working trot and this time is probably the most important time of all as the Judge is focusing on you as you go down the rail. If you stuff up here then your chances of reserection in the judge’s eye is minimal.

The judge will instruct the steward as to which gait he wants you to perform, when asked to turn around and go the other way you ALWAYS turn towards the inside of the arena.

When the judge calls you into the centre of the ring at the end of the class it is important that you all line up in front of the judge in a straight line, keeping in mind, as always that you keep plenty of room between one another. 
The Judge will ask that you back your horses (normally between 4 – 6 steps). Your  horse should back up without throwing their head up and/or excessive force with the bit – practise backing your horse at home with minimal fuss and perfect this before you enter the show – it can mean the difference between a placing should the Judge be undecided in their placings.

Until next time – happy Hunter riding.
